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English Policy 

 

Introduction 

 
English is a core National Curriculum subject and therefore every child and young adult within the 

school is entitled to access it. All pupils of all abilities access English (inclusive of language and 

literature) that is appropriately differentiated to meet their needs. 

 

This policy document will articulate our school approach to the learning of English alongside our 

ethos of Total Communication. 

 

We refer to and follow current statutory requirements and guidance in all aspects of our English 

curriculum including the current Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 

25 years, January 2015. 

 

Meadowfield School is dedicated to raising the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural understanding 

of it’s pupils and promoting British Values in their SMSC development. Opportunities to explore all 

aspects SMSC and Fundamental British Values are embedded across the curriculum, including 

English. 

 

Curriculum Intent 
 

We aim to; 

• To ensure all pupils can access the English curriculum and frameworks at a relevant level, 

giving support when required to ensure that a range of experiences, skills and knowledge 

are progressively covered, encompassing lateral consolidation as well as linear 

progression. 

• To identify opportunities and promote literacy across the whole curriculum. 

• To enable pupils to progress at a rate that is aspirational yet within the context of their 

needs. 

• To facilitate opportunities to promote and encourage independence, collaborative and 

pupil-led learning throughout all strands of English. 

• To explore a range of learning styles to ensure that learning experiences have the greatest 

impact possible on learning. 

• To make English an enjoyable subject by ensuring that topics are relevant, interesting and 

age appropriate by offering wider opportunities, such as; theme days, special visits, 

competitions, author workshops and events. 

• To emphasise the application of the skills learned in English to everyday life, to promote 

the functionality of English, this includes the comprehension of expressive and receptive 

language, text and symbols. 

• To offer experiential learning, including outdoor learning and off-site visits when 

appropriate. 

• We do not put ceilings on what pupils can achieve in writing and we do not hold pre-

conceptions about any pupils’ ability to make progress. 

•  We understand the importance of parents and carers in supporting their children to 

develop their English skills and so we encourage a home-school partnership which enables 

parents and carers to understand how to enhance the skills being taught in school. 
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Curriculum Implementation 
 

Teachers plan and teach personalised English lessons which focus on the particular needs of each 

child. We recognise that each child has their own starting point upon entry to every year group and 

progress is measured in line with these starting points to ensure every child can celebrate success. 

The implementation of English across the school is broken down into departments, which cater for 

the specific need types of it’s pupils. We plan to meet these aims by implementing the following. 

We also recognise that throughout the academic year, children also participate in a variety of 

enrichment activities which may supercede the directed English lesson but provide alternative 

opportunities to develop all English skils. 

 

Early years 
• 2 weekly literacy lessons  timetabled. 
• Planned play throughout the Early Years environment.  
• EHCP C&L, C&I targets linked to all activities across the Early Years curriculum. 
• Story time to be delivered daily. 
• Song time to be delivered daily. 
• Daily fine motor interventions. 
• S&L embedded in all areas of the curriculum through interventions, planned play and the 

environment.  
 

Impacts  
 

• EHCP C&I tragets linked to all activities across the IMPACTS curriculum. 

• Total communication is embedded throughout the IMPACTS curriculum. 

• Students have on average 3 communication targets ( small step targets per 
term linked to their EHCP) some of which are Speech and Language targets. 

• Sensory stories to promote engaging with text. 

• Sensory mark making activities as a part of a Multi-sensory approach to 
learning. 

 
Extended Impacts 

• 4 Literacy lessons to be timetabled weekly. 
• Reading interventions delivered 3 times a week during intervention time or lessons. 
• Reading for pleasure promoted daily through access to varied texts in the classroom.  
• Writing a focus in lessons twice a week. 
• S&L embedded in the curriculum through individualized SCERTS, PECS and 

communication programs for pupils. 
• Phonics to be delivered 3 times a week during intervention time or English lessons. 
• Specific pupil EHCP targets related to literacy skills embedded into planning. 

 

Subject led learning 
• 4 Literacy lessons to be timetabled weekly. 
• Reading intervention to be delivered twice a week (primary) three times a week 

(secondary). 
• Accelerated reader program to be accessed by all pupils. 
• Phonics to be delivered twice a week during intervention time or English lessons. 
• Daily opportunities for reading for pleasure through a range of text genre in classrooms. 
• S&L embedded in all areas of the curriculum through nurture based activities, intervention 

time, social activities and other subject areas. 
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Sixth form 
• English taught functionally through 4 zones of learning; Business, Careers, Independence, 

Community 
• Termly focus on Functional Skills- practice exam papers, updating Pupil Asset, gap 

analysis 
• English taught in context within the zones of learning- Independence- recipe reading, 

ironing labels, flat pack instructions/ Careers- reading job adverts, CVs/Business- 
receipts, orders, presenting information/Community- signs and symbols in the 
environment, map reading, timetables Currently taught over three zones until September 
2022; Business and Enterprise, Community and Independence. 

• Accreditation in Functional Skills through NCFE and ASDAN 
 

Curriculum Impact 
The outcomes for pupils at Meadowfield are that each child will be individually assessed by their 
class teacher using assessment data, various activities as well as their own knowledge of that 
child.  All pupils are base-lined when joining the school. Progress is monitored daily through 
formative short term lesson plans, where staff teams monitor progress throughout the duration of 
the lesson, this is in line with the Meadowfield marking policy and meaningful verbal feedback is 
given to pupils to inform them of successes and their next steps. This progress is collated and 
tracked through the use of Evidence for Learning data and targets set within this.  
 
Summative assessment is undertaken throughout the whole school year for Secondary and Sixth 
form pupils. Qualifications are obtained through the Welsh Joint Education Committee Entry 
Pathways, ASDAN Personal and Social Development and OCR Entry level Certificates. 
Regular moderation is planned to develop consistency of marking, improve accuracy of 
assessment data and increase relevance of data to drive intervention strategies. Moderation takes 
place through analysis of Pupil Asset data, teacher moderation meetings and county moderation 
meetings. 
 
Parents, governors and other stake holders are regularly informed of pupil progress and have the 
opportunity to discuss progress at parent consultation meetings, Person Centred Reviews and a 
formal annual written report. 
 

Total Communication 
Due to the complex needs of the pupils at Meadowfield we use a Total Communication approach 
across the school. We celebrate and equally respect all forms of communication that our pupils 
use including; eye contact, facial expression, body language, vocalisations, hearing, touch, smell, 
taste, speech, symbols, photos, drawings, real life objects, written work, mark making, art, music, 
contextual clues, signs and gestures. These are supplemented through the use of relevant 
technologies and augmentative devices such as voice recognition software, switches and eye-
gaze technology. We use SCERTS ( Social Communication Emotional Regulation Transitional 
Support) , See and Learn and the Synthetics phonics programme Sounds write to facilitate 
meaningful communication. We ensure that children are exposed to a rich variety of vocabulary , 
presented in many different ways, according to the individual needs of the child, in order to support 
their understanding and development of language. 
 
 
Policy updated March 2022. 
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 Statutory Policy Approved by Governing Body 

Policy Adopted Date: September 2021 

Policy Approved Date: Awaiting Approval 

Next Review: Academic Year 2022/23 

 

 


