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Dear Parents and Carers  
  
It is a pleasure to be writing to you with 87.6% of our pupils and 69.6% of our staff back in school.  It feels as 
though the school has come back to life and we continue to do all we can to ensure that Meadowfield is as 
COVID secure as possible so that we have no further bubble closures during terms five and six. 
 
COVID Safety Measures 
 
On a daily basis, twice per day, we are working hard to ensure our car park is as COVID secure as 
possible.  Staff are doing their absolute best to ensure the car park, with as many as 200 people present at 
one time, is safe and that our COVID risk assessment is being followed, together with lockdown rules. 
 
Staff are also working hard to ensure home-school communication is maintained (through phone calls, 
SeeSaw, Teams, written letters and the Home/School contact book on a Friday) however, staff cannot have 
discussions in the car park as this would contradict COVID protocols.   
 
Thank you for your support in keeping the beginning and end of the day safe.  Please remember that we are 
still in a national lockdown due to COVID therefore we must all continue to: 
 

 wear masks at all times on school premises 

 social distance – please do not engage in conversation with other parents/staff 

 remain in cars while in the car park, staff will come to you, please do not come to gates until called 
by our transport staff 

 Staff cannot engage in conversations with parents – if there is information that requires 
communication from school to home or vice versa teachers will ring home or parents/carers can ring 
school or email the school office. 

 
I am sure you would agree that our team who are in the car park daily work incredibly hard to ensure all runs 
smoothly and safely, so please continue to give them your 100% support and cooperation. 
 
Smoking and Vaping 
 
Please can I remind parents/carers that smoking and vaping is not permitted on school grounds, which 
includes in cars whilst you are anywhere in the school car park.  This is a legal direction from KCC.  
 
Meadowfield is Going Cashless! 
 
Meadowfield is gradually moving toward being a cashless school. I believe this will help us to operate more 
efficiently, therefore we will no longer be accepting cash for school lunches.   
 
Parents/carers will need to pay Principals, our catering company, directly by using their online system 
https://meals.principals-catering.com/accounts/sign_in if you require assistance please click the ‘Help’ button 
on their website or use the link, https://meals.principals-catering.com/help Guidance is attached to this letter. 
 
Continued./… 

https://meals.principals-catering.com/accounts/sign_in
https://meals.principals-catering.com/help
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Sixth Form 
 
In January 2020, our Sixth Form relocated to Ufton Lane, 2.1 miles from our Swanstree Avenue site.  We 
were very fortunate to acquire this building, which was refurbished for our use.  Unfortunately, there have 
been recurring problems with the roof (leaks causing internal damage, loose tiles) and the heating system 
has proven to be unreliable, therefore building works are required.   We anticipate that repairs will take a 
significant amount of time and although we do not yet have a start date, we have decided to temporarily 
relocate our Sixth Form back to our Swanstree Avenue site from April 20.   
 
This decision was taken for health and safety reasons, in addition to the fact that staff and pupils cannot be 
on site when the repairs are taking place.   
 
We are very lucky to be able to accommodate the Sixth Form in our new building and we look forward to 
welcoming them back to the main site for a temporary period of time. The Site Team are planning for the 
move of all the resources and furniture from Ufton Lane to our new building and this will take place over the 
Easter break.  Staff will need to prepare learning spaces on Monday 19th April as well as ensuring that all of 
the necessary safety equipment and procedures are in place, therefore the Sixth Form will be closed for 
pupils on that day.  Sixth form pupils will return to school, on our Swanstree Avenue site on Tuesday 
20th April.   
 
All other pupils return to school on Monday 19th April. 
 
Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) 
 
The latest Government guidance advises that from Thursday 1st April, all CEV children should attend early 
year’s provision, school, college, wraparound childcare and out-of-school settings, unless they are one of the 
very small number of children under paediatric or other specialist care and have been advised by their GP or 
clinician not to attend.  
 
All current CEV letters expire on 31st March and if your child receives a new shielding letter, please provide 
a copy to the school office, to enable them to record the absence appropriately. 
 
Please remember that shielding letters for parents/carers or other family members do not preclude pupils 
attending school.  
 
School Laptops 
 
All pupils who were given loan laptops from the school, can continue to keep them until the end of the school 
year for home learning purposes. 
 
Easter Free School Meal Vouchers 
 
Our office team will be ordering and processing the vouchers for those who qualify for benefits related free 
school meals over the Easter break, the week commencing 29th March. 
 
Continued./… 
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New 19-25 Provision 
 
Lastly, I am very pleased to share an exciting development with you.  Meadowfield School has been working 
closely with Kent County Council on developing a specialist college provision for pupils aged 19-25.  This 
provision is being developed and led by Amanda Perfect who is our newest member of the School 
Management Team and who currently is a Teacher in our 6th Form.   
 
The name of the college will be Ascend and the focus will be employability skills through the running of a 
catering business.  Pupils will learn a variety of skills including market research, budgeting, advertising, 
product development, and more.  In addition, the students will study for Functional Maths, English and ICT 
as well as accreditation in employability.  Amanda will be sharing more details of Ascend Specialist College 
in due course. 
 
You can see, we never stand still at Meadowfield, but are continually looking for new and innovative ways to 
move forward.   
 
Thank you once again for your continued support and if you do have any questions or concerns, please 
contact the school office, office@meadowfield.kent.sch.uk. All our letters are sent via Parentmail email and 
on our website and Facebook page, so please ensure you check regularly for updates, if you have not signed 
up to Parentmail. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Jill Palmer 
Principal 
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