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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re:  School Update Letter 
  
I am sure you will be aware from news reports that COVID cases continue to rise and that there are particular 
increases in Sittingbourne and on the Isle of Sheppey. 
  
This of course continues to affect school and has unfortunately resulted in some temporary class closures and 
some classes being reduced to a four-day week, similar to hundreds of school across the country.  These 
closures have taken place for several reasons including: 
 

 staff being absent due to exhibiting COVID symptoms and awaiting test results 

 staff needing to self-isolate as a member of their household is exhibiting symptoms 

 staff needing to be at home with their children who are unable to attend school for COVID related 
reasons 

 a child at school who has a member of their household who has tested positive therefore the entire 
bubble needs to self-isolate 

 not being able to move staff around school to cover absent colleagues as this would ‘break bubbles’ 
  
School must react to circumstances as they arise as we have a responsibility to ensure that all of the pupils and 
staff in school are safe.  We are required to respond as per government guidance and we continually seek 
advice from Public Health England and the Department for Education to ensure we are fulfilling our 
responsibilities. We are in constant contact with KCC to keep them informed and to help them build a full picture 
of what is happening in our area.  In addition to this, we liaise with other special schools within the KSENT group 
to share information and guidance. 
  
We are doing all we can to keep closures to an absolute minimum; we want to have all children in school, 
however we are dealing with very difficult circumstances beyond our control.  
  
I cannot predict what will happen in the new term, this is dependent on COVID cases in our area.  I wish I could 
be more specific, but it is not possible for me to foresee what staff may not be able to attend school for COVID 
related reasons. 
  
I appreciate this situation creates hardships for families so I would like to reassure you once again that we are 
working very hard to keep school open as fully as possible. 
  
Should you have any comments, questions or concerns please feel free to get in touch with me via the school 
office, office@meadowfield.kent.sch.uk  
 
I thank you for your co-operation during these changing and challenging times and I hope you are all keeping safe, 
kindest regards 
  
Yours faithfully 
  
 
 
Jill Palmer 
Principal 
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